goooooooon
—0oooobooonooobg—

U U u U

Human Dignity in Bioethicsand Kant’s Philosophy: A Compar ative Study
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Summary

In[TTT] s a new science called “bioethics” was established in the English-speaking world, chiefly in
the USA. Many of the major researchersin this field have valued the “quality of life” instead of the “sanc-
tity of life,” recognized a distinction between the lives of human beings, and have sought to justify ethical
decisions made on the basis of that distinction by the principle of utility. When they construct their theo-
ries, however, they use many of the same essential concepts as Kant, who has been acknowledged as a key
defender of “human dignity.” Comparing the uses of the key concepts by bioethicists and Kant, this paper
aims to show that the bioethicists' view of “human dignity” isin essence totally different from the Kantian
view, in spite of their correspondence on the surface.
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