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Gamelan-motif in Debussy’ sworks around[11T]
Kyo Yasuda

Abstract

Claude Debussy used a characteristic motif in three works: Fantaisie pour Piano et Orchestre,
Tarentelle styrienne] piano solodand L’ échelonnement des haied] songll They were composed between
(1117 anddITT]. This article discusses on the source of this motif then examines the relationship between
the source and the motif.

Debussy was fascinated with the gamelan music performed at the Paris Exposition of (TTT]. He de-
cided to use amotif connected with the gamelan music in the Exposition. That ‘gamelan-motif’ had a scale
without semi-tone and Debussy made every possible efffort to useit in the classical music context.
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