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Thefunction of musical education of
the NHK radio program “ The Infant Hour” :
Itshistorical role and transformation from 1935 to 1952

Hiroko OCHI

Abstract

Aiming for the creation of new nursery rhymes for the post-war era, NHK’s “The Infant Hour” radio
program, which began in 1935, commissioned rising composers and songwriters of the time. Many of the
children’s songs that are still popular, including “ Tonbo no megane (The Glasses of Dragonfly),” “Medaka
no gakko (The School of Killifish),”, and “Zosan (The Elephant),” were made for “The Infant Hour”.
Tracing the history of the program and using reports from the Broadcasting Culture Research Institute, | in-
vestigated the mode of receptor through and broadcasting script and listening experiments on listener, in the
rhythm and teaching singing in this paper ingenuity and educational considerations for the infant was ob-
served, enlightening character of the show as a‘school broadcasting’ was reveal ed.
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